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Dear S.P.E.S Families, 
 
First and Foremost, I want to thank you for your support and patience as 
we continue to adapt the way we teach during a pandemic. Since March, 
our community has shown genuine care for one another, whether it is student to student, 
parent to teacher, or teacher to student interaction. These are challenging times and I 
recognize that each family is facing a uniquely difficult situation. 
 
Recently, each family has made one of three complicated decisions: to have their child return 
to hybrid learning, remain virtual until January, or remain virtual all year. While much of this 
plan is still being established, our staff is committed to keeping relationships and high quality 
instruction as our top priorities. I encourage you to visit https://www.aacps.org/
Oct2020FamilyReopening for the most updated information and our staff will keep you 
updated with SPES specific information as best as possible. 
 
Whether children are returning for hybrid learning or remaining virtual, AACPS and SPES 
will continue to adapt the way we teach and the materials we use for our children. Over the 
next few weeks, we will continue to provide virtual instruction as well as prepare the 
building for in-person instruction, which will begin November 16th for students in 
Kindergarten - second grade and November 30th for students in third - fifth grade.  These 
dates allow for students to begin this new phase of learning early in the second marking 
period. 
 
Before we close the doors on the first quarter, please help your child check his/her grades and 
identify if there are missing assignments. Be sure to check cultural arts assignments in 
addition to literacy, math, social studies, and science. We are proud of the way students have 
persevered in this first marking period and continue to exhibit PAWS expectations!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lorie Barnes 
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Nov 2  

Teachers return 
to building  

Nov 11 
PTA Meeting 

6:30pm via Zoom 

Nov 16 
Grades K-2 return 

to building 

Nov 16-20 
American Education 

Week 

Nov 24 
Report Cards 

Nov 25-27 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

All schools closed 

Nov 30 
Grades 3-5 return 

to building 
 

Chromebook Login 
protocol: 

 

User ID: 123456@aacps.org 
User Password:  YYYYMMDD 

 

    Login instructions: 

    Logging into Chrome 
 

    Chromebook Help: 

    Chromebook Resources 
 

 

Parent CONNECTxp 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacps.org%2FOct2020FamilyReopening&data=04%7C01%7Clmsykes%40AACPS.org%7C4348fc04dfc94bfa30f908d8769f9bc3%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637389775435609713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacps.org%2FOct2020FamilyReopening&data=04%7C01%7Clmsykes%40AACPS.org%7C4348fc04dfc94bfa30f908d8769f9bc3%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637389775435609713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Faacps.org%2Fstudentintrotodigitaltools%2Fchrome-browser&data=01%7C01%7Clmsykes%40AACPS.org%7C1e7b4eadd52445d0b2e708d850f99fdb%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=iYH
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fsites.google.com%252Faacps.org%252Faacpsgsuite%252Fchrome-chromebooks%26sa%3DD%26sntz%3D1%26usg%3DAFQjCNHtLpOyxSP2ZDOy8yWYCCYFqGxj6w&data=01%7C01%
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1325
http://busstops.aacps.org/Details.aspx?school=2202


SEVERNA PARK ES 
6 RIGGS AVENUE 

SEVERNA PARK 
MD 21146 

Tel:   410-222-6577 
Fax:  410-222-6522 

 

 

 

TIMES TO REMEMBER 
FOR IN-PERSON 

DAYS 
Doors Open:  8:50 am 

Attendance:  9:05 am 
 

If a student (s) arrives 
late, the parent or 
guardian must bring the 
student (s) to the office 
to sign them in and get a 
late pass. 

 

Students must be in 
their seat or they will be 
marked tardy and sent to 
the office for a late pass. 
 

If a student is leaving 
early, parent/guardian 
must come to the office 
and sign the student out. 
 

Dismissal: 3:30pm 
 

***** 

If AACPS announces a 2 
hour delay, doors will 
open at 10:50 am and 

there will be no Chessie. 
 

If there is a 2 Hour Early 

Follow Us on Twitter 
@SPESaacps  

***And NEW*** 

SPES 
Kindergarten  

@SPKindergarten 

...Mindset Moment 

 

Could a greater miracle take place than for us to 

look through each other's eyes for an instant? 

~Henry David Thoreau 

 

 

Hello, I’m Mrs. Katie McCord, SPES School Counselor 
 

The character trait for November is Empathy. Empathy begins with the capacity to 
take another perspective and is at the heart of what it means to be human. It’s a 
foundation for acting ethically and for developing good relationships. You can provide opportunities for 
your children to practice empathy as it helps to nurture empathy throughout their lives. Regularly 
considering other people’s perspectives and circumstances helps make empathy a natural reflex and 
children then get better at tuning into others’ feelings. Four ideas to help nurture empathy include: 1) 
Hold family meetings when there are family challenges or conflicts and give voice to everyone. Ask each 
person to listen carefully to others points of view and understand and explain their perspective.  2) 
Encourage your children to consider the views of their friends and peers at school.  3) Point out to them 
when you see someone in real life or on a show demonstrate or fail to demonstrate empathy and how it 
impacts by helping or harming others. 4)  Have your child think about the families who are short on food 
at this time and include them in the decision to donate to the food bank during our SPES Food Funds 
Drive.  

Harvest for the Hungry – Kids Helping Kids: Please see the flier in this newsletter and support the local 
food bank to help local families during the November 9th – 13th week. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance:  AACPS makes the Pledge available to all schools daily with a new one every week. 
If your child would like to recite the Pledge for distribution to the AACPS schools, you can record a video 

on a smartphone. At the beginning of the video, they should say their name (just first name is fine) and 
the name of their school. Send the video to Mr. Edwards at meedwards1@AACPS.org, and he will 
forward it to their production team and they will add the flag and graphics.  
 

Counseling Lessons: In November lessons are about Social Justice, so students can identify what it means 
and the dimensions of Identity, Diversity, Justice and Action. I am also doing lessons in Empathy for all 
grades. 
 

Individual Counseling: Some students have adapted to on-line learning while many still struggle with it. 
I’m here to meet with your child via phone or google meeting to help them plan for success on-line and 
as we transition to hybrid for some. It can help for them to share their thoughts and feelings. Just send an 
email to kmccord@aacps.org and we can plan a time to meet. 
 

Social Emotional Growth  
PBIS/Second Step/Character Traits 

PBIS:  It’s exciting to see how the students are earning classroom PAWS and really understanding the 

PAWS actions.  Ask your children to show you the hand actions for each of the four PAWS behaviors.  
Students were invited by me and Mrs. Prince to come up with their own PAWS song that they can send to 
me, Mrs. Prince or their teacher.  We promise to watch them all, and ask if we might share them during 
morning announcements or music community meetings.   

Second Step: We are stepping into Empathy lessons in 2nd Step which include identifying feelings, 

recognizing the same and different feelings, and showing compassion for others.  Look for the home links 
from your child’s teachers to support these important skills. 

Character Trait: Empathy – the capacity to take another perspective.  

mailto:KMcCord@aacps.org
mailto:meedwards1@AACPS.org
mailto:kmccord@aacps.org


ABSENCE NOTES 

Yes, absence notes, late arrival notices 

and early dismissal notices are still required. 
Please make sure all absence notes include: 
  

 -Student’s Full Legal Name 
 -Homeroom Teacher’s Name 
 -Date and Reason for Absence 

 

Absence notes must be turned in within 3 
days You may send an email to the homeroom 
teacher and LMSykes@aacps.org. If your child 
will be absent more than five days, a note from 
the doctor is required. 

Thank You!! 
SECURITY CAMERAS 

Severna Park Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It covers 
selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT 
monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations. 
 

During certain events, when safety or security of students may be in question, 
authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be 
given access to view images projected on the camera system. If you have any questions 
about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083 

mailto:LMSykes@aacps.org


Looking for a new fall recipe? 
Check out what our student chefs are recommending!

Fall Muffins 
By Gabrielle M. 
(5th Grade) 

You will need: 
1 box cake mix
1 can pumpkin
Cinnamon optional
chocolate chips optional

Directions: 
1) Mix 
2) Put into muffin forms

Bake 350 for 30 -35 min
Voila!

Maple Graham Cracker Chocolate 
Smoothie
By Clara B. (1st Grade)
Clara designed this recipe herself to use 
our extra chocolate milks from school lunch 
pickup. She added maple syrup and graham 
crackers for fall flavor. Plain yogurt adds a 
tang and makes it less sweet. Enjoy!

You will need: 
3 honey graham cracker sheets
1 carton (half pint) fat-free chocolate milk 
(from school lunch pickup!)
2T maple syrup
1 large frozen banana (or 2 small)
½ cup plain yogurt (regular or Greek for a 
thicker texture)

Directions:
Put all ingredients in the blender, blend up, 
and enjoy a delicious afternoon treat!

Yummy fall baked apples  
By Makenzie G. (2nd Grade)

You Will Need: 
Apples
Cinnamon
Whipped Cream/Brown Sugar Optional 

Directions:
1. Peel 2 apples.
2. Slice the apples and put on a toaster 
oven tray
3. Sprinkle cinnamon on the apples.
4. Bake the apples at 450° in a toaster 
oven for 10 minutes.
5. Add toppings, such as whipped cream 
or brown sugar.
6. Enjoy!



Thank you to all of our student chefs! 

Dutch Baby (Puffed Pancake) 
By Avery G. (First Grade)

You Will Need
3 tablespoons butter
3 eggs
3/4 cup all-purpose flour
3/4 cup milk, heated 

20 to 30 seconds in the microwave
1 tablespoon sugar
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
Pinch salt
Orange food coloring
Confectioners' sugar, for dusting

Directions:
1) Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F.
2) Put the butter in a large, 

ovenproof, nonstick saute pan and 
place in the oven. 

Directions Continued…

Meanwhile, in a blender, combine the eggs, flour, warm milk, sugar, 
vanilla extract and pinch of salt, and blend on medium-high speed until 
uniform. (If mixing by hand, combine the eggs with the milk until the 
mixture is light yellow and no longer stringy, about 1 minute. Add the 
flour, sugar, vanilla, and pinch of salt, orange food coloring and whisk 
vigorously to remove the lumps, about 30 seconds.)

3) Carefully remove the hot pan from the oven. The butter should be 
melted. Swirl the butter around the pan to coat completely, and then 
pour the remaining butter into the batter and pulse to blend. Pour the 
batter into the hot pan and return the pan to the oven. Cook until the 
pancake is puffed in the center and golden brown along the edges, 20 
to 25 minutes.

4) Using a spatula, remove the entire Dutch baby from the pan and 
place on a cooling rack for a few minutes to allow the steam to escape 
without condensing along the bottom and rendering the pancake soggy. 
Dust with confectioners' sugar when cooled slightly. Slice the pancake 
into 8 wedges on a serving platter or cutting board.



                                                                 
 Did you know?  

• One in every eight families in Anne Arundel County struggles with food security 

• COVID 19 increased the number of needy families in our community 

• All funds received will go to the Anne Arundel County Food Bank 

Our students want you to give so that so other people can have food and a better lifestyle. 

Two Ways to Increase AAC Food Bank Funds: 

1. Donate directly at www.aacps.org/harvest .  The minimum donation is $10.  Make sure you pull down our school name, so we can see 

how well SPES did in helping the hungry. 

2. Dine in or take-out food at our community partners on specific days during our focus week and a portion of the sales will go to 

Harvest for the Hungry Food Fund in our school’s name.  Make sure to mention you are from SPES!! 

Day of the Week Student Spirit Community Partnership for the Hungry 

Monday, Nov 9th Messy Hair Monday Café Mezzanotte (20% of all SPES sales all day) 

Tuesday, Nov 10 Share a Toy Tuesday Gary’s Grill (5% of all sales all day) 

Wednesday, Nov 11 Wear PJs Wednesday Ledo’s Pizza (20% of SPES sales all day) 

Thursday, Nov 12 Throwback Thursday – share 

baby pictures 

Park Tavern (15% of all SPES sales all day) 

Friday, Nov 13 Funny Friday -share a joke Stay Tuned – To be determined 

 

Students support by participating in the Harvest for the Hungry Spirit Week and encouraging their family members to donate and support our community partners. 

SPES Harvest for the Hungry 

Focus Week: November 9th – 13th 

 
 

http://www.aacps.org/harvest


Primary Link HERE 

Intermediate Link HERE 



     Enlace Escuela Primaria HERE 

     Enlace Escuela Intermedia  HERE 
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